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BY L. G. HOFFMAN.) 


“MASONIC DEPARTMENTS AND JURISDIC- § ancient land-marks 


TIONS AGAIN.” 
Mr. Editor: 


It is with extreme reluctance that I am induced to 
offer you this communication for insertion in your 
paper. Iam, it seems, compelled hereto, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar position in which you have 
placed me, by your remarks under the above ‘“‘ cap- 
tion’? in the July number of yéur Register. 

To do justice to my own views on the subject in 
question, would require a long discussion, which a 
due attention. to matters (to me) more important, for- 
bid my entering into. Were it otherewise, I would 
be deterred from such discussion by reason of my 
high regard for ‘‘ ancient craft masonry,’’ a desire 
not to give the least occasion of offence to many of 
my esteemed friends and brethren who profess, a 
veneration for the “‘ red degrees,”’ of for what you 


system of R. A. Masonry,’’ and my own firm con- 
viction that such a discussion in a public journal, 
would elicit héstorical facts, a delineation of “land- 
marks’? truly ‘‘ancient,’”? and a description of ‘‘an- 
omolies,”’ ‘‘innovations” and ‘‘frauds,’? that would 
serve no other end than to place weapons in the hands 
of the enemies of the freemasonic order. Private 
expositions of these views I shall at all times deem 
it my duty, and it will always be my pleasure to 
impart, to any brother who deems it of sufficient 
consequence to know them. 

The sentiments expressed in the article you dis- 
claim the fraternity of, are not in every respect my 
own. Iam not a cultivator nor admirer of ‘‘the 
American system.”? ‘So far as the question of the 
jurisdiction of G. Chapters are concerned, I am rather 
than otherwise of Br. McCabe’s opinion. ‘‘The de- 
gree of the chair’’ should be conferred on those only 
who have actually passed the chair of a Lodge, and 
the right and power to confer that degree and the R. 
A. is inherent in G. Lodges. To talk therefore of 
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call in the editorial you repudiate ‘ the American 
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in reference to Grand Chapters 
and the General G. Chapter is preposterous! Re- 
member Mr. Editor, Iam only expressing my own 
views for which you are in no way responsible. I 
wrote the * Editorial in explanation of what I believed 
to be your views. Iwrote in your office, ‘‘offhand,”’ 
and without correcting my remarks. If there was 
anything wrong in the composition or facts, I thought 
you would correct it yourself. The statement in re- 
lation to the Grand Chapter of Virginia, you must re- 
member, was predicated on sqme remarks in a 
letter you showed me from a mutual friend, one of 
the brightest members of the G.G.R. A.C. It now 
seems that I stated the facts incorrectly. The G. 
C. of Va, was unquestionably in operation before the 
G. G. C. of the U.S. was established, which was not 
(correct me if I am wrong, for I have no document 
at hand to refer to) until 1813. But as I shall pre- 
sently show, that statement did not affect the gist of 
the argument, the main point at issue, the question of 
allegiance due from the G. C. of Va. to the G. G. 
Chapter. 

You confessed in my behalf, sins, which I am per- 
fectly guiltless of. You said that I had fallen into 
“several mistakes,” and impliedly admitted that 
I was guilty of uttering unjust ‘“‘censures” &c.— 
There wasonly one mistake of the least consequence, 
and that was in regard to the G. C. of Va. having 
been brought into being by the Gen. G. Chapter. 
Before G. Chapters were known, it was the custom 
in certain high degrees for Supreme Bodies to charter 
subordinate G. Bodies, that had been previously duly 
organized. I thought that possibly out of regard to 
ancient usage the American R. A. Masons had 
adopted a similar plan. For though I received the 
red degrees, and have studied them, I made up my 
mind a good many years ago never to cultivate them 
(as I before observed,) 1 therefore never examined 
the groundwork of the organization of American G. 
Chapters and of the General Grand Chapter, knowing 
that the whole establishment, like certain degrees, 
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was indigenous to this continent. On this account 
I was ignorant on this subject of organization. 

I remarked that as to the appropriate jurisdiction of 
G. Chapters, and I now add, that as to the expediency 
of placing G. Chapters, under the jurisdiction of a 

General Grand Chapter I agree generally with 
} your opponents. I say expediency, because in a 
+ matter of this kind there is little of precedent to set- 
tle the question, and so too in reference to a General 
or National Grand Lodge of the United States. The 
Kingdom of Great Brittain presents a case somewhat 
analogous. {n that Kingdom why do not the Grand 
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Lodges of Scotland,England and Ireland unite in the ; 


formation of a National G. Lodge. Many good rea- 
> sons can be urged both for and against the measure. 
Owing to the peculiar nature of our civil institutions, 
and the large number of our State G. Lodges, more 


> 


’ National G. L. in this country than in Great Britain. 


plausible arguments can be adduced in favor of a 3 
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} Yet Iam not among those who are in favor of the 
$ 


measure but not for reasons like those cited by Br. 
} McCabe tor his opposition to a General G. Chapter. 


Although thus opposed, as matters now stand, should a ; 


> large majority of the state G. 


Lodges (e, g. all but ° 


; (wo,) after due deliberation in their wisdom, unite in | 


* the establishment of a 

United States, J am not so certain, but that I would, 
; with you Mr. Editor, advocate the duty of 
3 sion on the part of the two rebellious G. 
» the National G. Lodge. In a parallel position, 


these two Grand Lodges, do I conceive that the G. 


National Grand Lodge of the 3 


submis- 3 

? 
Lodges to ¢ 
with ° 


Chapters of Virgjnia and Pennsylvania are now ° 


placed with reference to the General G. Chapter. 


The ‘‘ mistakes” in the Editorial are now correc- 


) 


$ ted; and had your correspondent been content with 
$ pointing out these mistakes and requesting their re- ° 


¢ traction, my duty would end here. 


To pursue the 3 


$ subject further is however not consistent with my de- ° 


¢ sign as before stated—and to touch upon the degrees 
of Royal and Select Masters, would be pursuing “a 


; game not worth the candle,’’ I endorse fully all that » 


* is said in your paper in an article you sometime since 
} published expressly on those degrees. 
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GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 
BroTHeR Horrman.— . 

In commenting upon the ‘“‘system;”? of Grand L. 
certificates, in your last number of the Register, you 
say, ‘that you shall at all times be happy, to publish 
any resolutions upon this subject, whether such opin- 
ions agree with your own or not’ that may be constru- 
ed into a general invitation for expression of views 
upon the subject. 

Imitating your “‘ ingenuousness, to explode a re- 
ceived opinion, when itis at war with justice or com- 
mon sense,” I admit myself, to have been, opposed, 
to the requisition of the certificates, unadvisedly 
considering them, a newly devised test of masonry; 
but I have, long since, seen the folly of my error and 
realized the essential service, the ‘‘ system’’ may be 
to the order, in preserving it, from imposture and 
fraud. 

It is an assumption, to affirm, that this “‘system”? is 
modern, or, that it is an individual scheme. It has 
been a regulation of the Grand Lodge of England, 
(and from thence we hail) for more than a century; 
and it has been engrafted, upon the constitutions of 
many of the Grand Lodges in the United States. 

It is equally an assumption, to assert, that it is a 
‘*test”? of masonry. The certificate is evidence only, 
that the person named in it, isa member in good 
standing, of a regularly constituted Lodge; that he 
contributes to the support of the institution, and that 
his connection with ig, is not merely selfish and in- 
terested. 

I have witnessed numerous instances, in 
** sojourners”’ (7), (who, for twenty 


“ce 


which, 


long years, 
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had discarded the institution) have applied to individ- > 


uals for relief, by them carried to a Lodge, 
for, and then left there to prey upon its charity.— 
Again, applicants for admission, have given “the 


vouched > 


test,’ but upon pressing inquiry “‘hailed”’ from Ver- ; 
mont, where freemasons (?) in the days of prejudice / 


and persecution deserted and abjured the institution, 
and where the order, now no longer exists. Hun- 


; dreds there are, in our own state, who also deserted 


If what your * 


correspondent intends by what he says on that sub- ‘ 
$ ject, to contradict the contents of that article in any 
respect, or what I say in the * Editorial—if the insin- 


} uations as to the ** ancient landmarks of our institu- 
tion both moral and physical being ‘‘ set at nought 


> lessly discarded—while others, 


by masonic writers and their acting under the in- ‘ 


fluence of zeal without knowledge,’ and ‘‘esteem- 
ing the paths which our Fathers trod too narrow 
for their feet, or else misled by ignorance of facts, 
condemn with reckless indifference the actions and 
: practices enjoined by both the teachings of the past, 
> and the proprieties of the present,”? are designed as 


‘a rap upon my knuckles over your shoulders,” I ° 


' can only say that such insinuations are not con- 
ceived in a true masonic spirit, and that experience 
> has shown when those who live in glass houses throw 
stones at others, these missiles are apt to recoil—I 
am ready to measure lances but would rather offer 
** peace than the sword.”’ * 
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* tect us from fraud and disgrace, and if 


in those days, because, it was “against their 
interest”? to continue their connection with us. 

All these, now that, 
sun, is again revivifying us, approach you, 
those very ‘‘tests’’ which they repudiated and shame- 


suspension has been forgotten, and the records de- 
stroyed in many instances by their own hands) will 
now march up to you with ‘‘the tests”? in full and 
fraternal operation. These men in common 
phraseology, are ‘worthy and well qualified” 
perhaps; you may “ 
position, but have a care that in so doing you do not 
**proscribe” even these of their “right.” 

I affirm, fearless of contradiction too, that in all 
these cases, nothing short of a certificate, can pro- 
for no other 


a bright and cloudless : 
with ¢ 


whose expulsion or / 


protect”’ the institution from im- ; 


> reason, this provision of our constitution is evidently ; 
ordained and imperatively demanded—where is the { 


man to be found, who, will avow himself, willing to 
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open the door to these men, to break down the bar- 


‘ riers which now seperate them from us? where is 


» infringed or the proscription that is manifested by im- 


we 


* not for pocket pretenders. 


~~ 


posing a check on such cowardly and selfish preten- ; 
ders or by wholly excluding such men from the Or- ‘ 


der. The trials and dangers to which the institution 


has been subjected were never anticipated in the dld ° 
. fashioned mode ”»—the ancient landmarks are to } 


> 
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be received for the government of Freemasons and ° 


But it is said, the certifi- ° 


cates afford us no'protection,for he who will perjure him- } 


self will forge his certificate. 


’ same principle we must discard all written testimony, 


and the seal of the Grand Lodge has neither surety or 


; solemnity—Again—that one may leave at home his 
> certificate, and thus when on a journey be deprived of 
* his rights——so he may leave behind him his linen or 


} purse. 


> his hands and spcech. 


It cannot be denied, that instances can be imagined, 
in which worthy brothers, may from the want of the 
certificate, be subjected to inconvenience and disap- 


< pointment, but they do not show, prima facie even, 
> that the regulation is not wholesome and just. 


‘ be given) 
‘ any inutility or injustice in the requisition. 


‘ (neither in or out of 


The two cases cited (the strongest perhaps that can 
are far, very far from 


The past Grand officer from New Jersey, 
the Lodge 


was 


’ titled to no other rights or privileges than any 


¢ other Master 
$ entire stranver to all then present. 
how far his rights were infringed. 


~~ 


wa 


° the latter declared that he would not present it 
‘ had it in his possession, 
, that way to test the right of 
establish that necessity, nor would he permit any one ‘ the advances of such men with a “system,” unknown 
‘ even to vouch for him as he purposed to bring up / 
* an issue. 


pears 


* tyler, the injustice 
‘ ing and not with our constitution. 


AOL AS 


Mason from that state, and he was an 


The 
that Lodge states, that when the necessity of a cer- 
tificate, was suggested to the applicant for admission, 
that he was 
our Grand Lodge to 


That is he was determined to review the 
action of our Grand Lodge and sit in judgment up- 
on its legislation and in order to effect this object, he 
was testing the fealty and conscience of the Master 
ofthat Lodge. No one it is presumed will hereafter 


certificates. 


The case’of the 


Indeed*? then upon the ° 


~ 
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their administration, who unfortunately are incapable 








* to understand their force and meaning. 
; the “land-mark” that is violated, the right that is / 
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The provision for certificates was in the former 
constitution, has been incorporated into the present 
and adopted with singular unanimity—and why were 
not objections, if any there were, raised and urged in 
the subordinate Lodges where the constitution was 
so recently before them for adoption. The masses, 
would then have had an opportunity to be heard and 


to vote on the question; and not subject the provis- ; 
ions of their constitution, to the hasty legislation of 


a delegated power. 
The advice of the Grand Master in his address 


> to the late communication is entitled to consideration. 


Perhaps he may lose it; and so he may lose ° 


SUNN 


In speaking of our constitution he advises “that no 
more alterations and no more additions be made 
to it, than the good of the craft may seem tm- 
peratively to require.” W. 





REMARK.—In our invitation of the last month to 
those who felt an interest in this subject, we supposed 


, that it would be confined to the action of Lodges.— 
’ We however make no objections to correspondents’ 


giving their views, provided we are not called upon 
to give too much of our sheet to the subject. 
In the view which our correspondent takes of the 


Hustratine 2 Matter: he ‘‘assumes”’ a ground utterly untenable in 
5 ; the usages and privileges of masonry, and one, which 


, if caried out, must eventually destroy all practical 
, usefulness in the institution. 


spoken of) en- ; 


Now let us see * 
Master of ° 


We have not time to point out in detail all the 
dilemmas which our correspondent has fallen into by 
his mode of arriving at conclusions. If we under- 
stand him, he would make objections to the visits of 
those who in anti-masonic days, 20 years ago, had 


» “discarded” [withdrawn from] the institution, not 


; because they ceased to love it, but because it became ; 
, ifhe ° 


determined in ’ 


impossible to breast the storm which was then raging. 
And who are these men? They are among the best 
of our citizens. Is it policy, is it justice, to meet 


in their days, or shall we extend to them in the spirit 


’ of fraternal feeling, the right hand of fellowship?— 


We think there is but one answer to the question. — 
To that class who had “‘discarded the institution?’ and 


» who have been ‘‘carried by individuals to a Lodge 


‘* representative from the Grand 


Lodge of Michigan’? as given, 1s equally as unfor- 
tunate. This brother had a Grand Lodge certificate * 


in his pocket 
—for the certificate, 
necessity, This fact 

tyler however, 


proved membership. 


was not realised by the 


, and actually presented it to the tyler ¢ 
that he was a representative, of 
it ap- / 


and here arose the misfortune—the wrong was in the ° 


arose with the tyler’s understand- 
Shall we therefore 

‘ System.”? As well might we de- 
aws for collection of debts, because for 
there are sometimes, officers entrusted with 


condemn the 
nounce the | 
sooth, 


B . 


4 


, and then left to prey upon its charity,” we have but 
cite this case, to show the impropriety of requiring ‘ 


this singular remark: If the Lodges should be ap- 
prehensive that they are unable to discriminate, then 
let us have a ‘‘ system”’ strong enough to meet those 
particular cases. But do not let us square the un- 
worthy mendicant and the worthy applicant for the 
poor boon of a seat, by the same “‘system,”? which 
is the fact by the present mode of construction. 
Our correspondent thinks we are “unfortunate,” 
in the illustration of the case of the rejection of the ap- 
plication of the Grand Secretary of Michigan. He ar- 
rives at this conclusion inan equally ‘unfortunate’ way. 
He says the tyler did not do his duty, and that the 
wholesome tendency of a law is not to be called in 
question, because it is badly executed by an officer. 
Thisis true as far as it goes; but we contend that the tyler 
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point, if the act, was but an isolated one. 


“unfortunately,” a mumber of Lodges hold to the ° procession was about three hundred. 
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did do his duty, (presumptively. ) He was no doubt } vouchers, hidden ees poe and rust cannot 
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instructed by the Lodge, in this course, and in ° 
this subordinate capacity he was imperatively bound ¢ 
» that he cannot be recognized unless he has a G. L. / 
; certificate !! 


to observe the will and pleasure of those to whom 
he was amenable to, even had the applicant been the 
G. M. of this state! As a sentinel he has no wi// nor 
even any responsibility, which rests where it belongs. 


The construction then, was the act of the Lodge, and ° 


the hypothesis of our correspondent would be in 


same view in the construction of G. L. certificates, 


ner, under similar circumstances. This is the 
wrong which we complain of; and although we be 

lieve our correspondent, with us, and hundreds of 
others, would be unwilling to subscribe to such cases, 
as a correct interpretation of the bearing of G. L. 
certificates, yet swch is the daily fruits of it; and 
there is no escape from its practical bearing. In 
fact, the brother, who may be considered as the fa- 
ther of the ‘‘system,” regards it as the sina qua 


‘ mom, as will be seen by the following, which we did 


not intend to publish; but which we do not feel at 


‘ liberty to withhold,when it has so important a bearing 


on the question under consideration. The letter is 


¢ from the Secretary of White Hall Lodge. 


‘The following facts have been related to me by a 
brother belonging to our Lodge, and who, for the 
past three months has resided in N. York. 

On his arrival there he called on Br. H. with a 
diploma, and a letter of introduction from Bro. 
W. Br. H. refused to hold any masonic intercourse 


> with him, and stated, that unless he produced a G. 


Lodge diploma he could not be permitted to visit a 
Lodge. 

Being a stranger and unacquainted with any bre- 
thren in the city, he was of course debarred from 
the privilege, which his standing as a worthy brother 
entitled him. 

Should such a course be persisted in, it must de- 
prive many of our brethren of the rights and benefits 
to which they become entitled by admission into our 
order. 

It is a course totally at variance with the exercise 
of the principles of brotherly love and truth, and 
calls for the use of the common gavel, before it will 
bear the test of the square and plumb.” B. 


Now will our worthy correspondent say that ‘‘the 
case cited is far, very far from illustrating any inutility 
or injustice in the requisition.”” With a little trouble, 
we have doubt but that we can produce hundreds of 
similar cases, throughout the land; and if they will 
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corrupt, and where thieves cannot break through and ; 
steal,’’ is deemed insufficient, and he is gravely told 
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24th AT PITTSBURGH. 


The prucession was in every respect Well arranged ° 


» and the whole of the ceremonies passed off to the ; 


But very ° 


The number in / 
W. W. Wi ° 


entire satisfaction of all concerned. 


> SON, officiated as Chief Marshall, and J. W. Hat.- 
and would direct their tyler to act in the same man- ° 


» the Odeon in Fourth st., 


PPOs 7 own 


Onn wns 


ON memnmnmnmmnrv 


we errr 


not “illustrate” both the “‘inutility”? and ‘“‘injustice” ; 
of any such “‘requisition,” we ask in the name of ° 


common sense what will? 
ular member of a Lodge, in standing, no doubt now 
registered on the Grand Secretary” 8s books, — he 


Here is abrother, a reg- » 


takes with him his Lodge attest, strengthened by a ° 


letter of introduction from a brother, known as the 


W. M. of the Lodge; and all these, with that best of > and clergy. 


Ne eee 


SAMUEL SNOWDEN and A. M’CAMMON as 
The line was formed in front of ° 
and’the procession moved > 
down 4th st., to Liberty—up Liberty to St. Clair, 
along St. Clair to Penn, down Penn to Water, up 
Water to Market, up Market to Liberty, up Liberty ° 
to Factory, along Factory, to Penn, and down Penn > 
to the Grove in the rear of Murray’s Hotel. 
The ceremonies at the Grove were commenced ; 
by an appropriate prayer by the Rev. John Ray, » 
of Kittaning. An eloquent and very appropriate ad- ; 


MAN, 
Assistant Marshals. 


; dress was then delivered by the Hon. CHarLes Sua- 


LER. A benediction was then invoked upon the as- } 
sembled multitude by the Rev. JoHN Ray. ‘The : 
procession was then again formed and passed down } 
Penn, street to Irwin, along Irwin to Wood, down 

Wood to Fourth, and along Fourth to the Odeon, ; 
where the procession was dismissed. 

The most perfect good order prevailed, and the 
deportment of the members of the order was such 
as to reflect credit on themselves and honor upon the > 
institution to which they are attached. 

The music was arranged by the leader of White’s ° 
celebrated brass band so as to be appropriate to the 
occasion, and was truly excellent. 

The Hon. CHARLES SHALER, in compliance with ° 
a resolution adopted by the brethren present, has > 
furnished his very excellent Oration for publication. : 
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From the Worcester Transcript. 


ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JOHN THE BAP- 
TIST. 


The nativity of this Patron Saint of Masonry was } 
celebrated at Fitchburg, on Wednesday last by Au- } 
rora Lodge, of that village, and several Grand and 
subordinate bodies. 

At ten o’clock an extra train of eight cars arrived } 
from Boston, filled with members of the fraternity > 
and their ladies; and from this and other towns the 
carriages poured in, loaded with Masons, ladies and > 
citizens. $ 

The procession was formed at eleven o’clock, un- ‘ 
der the direction of Col. Philips, Chief Marshal. It » 
consisted of Aurora Lodge—the M. W. G. L of the } 
Commonwealth—the Grand Chapters—the Council ; 
of Princes of Jerusalem, in their new and splendid 5 
dresses—the Boston and Worcester Encampments of 
Knights Templars—the subordinate Lodges, (among ? 
which was Morning Star Lodge, of this town, ) ladies ; 
The knights Templars in full dress, 
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under Dr. Winslow Lesie. ‘ae ig Gu 
performed escort duty in fine style. 


Commander, 
A full band 


? of music preceded the procession in its march to the 


> church of the Rev. Mr. Lincoln, ( Unitarian, ) where 


} the exércises were introduced with. prayer, by the 


Rev. Mr. Case, of this town, chaplain of the day; af- 


‘ ter which, an Oration was pronounced by John H. 


Shepard, Esq. The procession was then reformed, 


> and, after marching some distance, entered the Pavil- 


> ion erected near the church. 
’ was then invoked by the Rev Mr. Huntoon, and eight 


: hundred partook of an excellent repast provided for 
‘ the occasion. 


After the tables had been partly relieved of their 


; burden, and the multitude became satisfied with boun- 
‘ tiful refreshments, the ‘‘ feast of reason and the flow 


Among the speakers, were the G 
; Moore of Charlestown, Rev. Albert Case of Wor- ° 


of soul”? commenced, and lasted till the Brethren 
were admonished, that ‘‘ it’s time for us to go.”— 


During an hour and a half, speeches were made, and ; 
sentiments given—‘‘ the smile of joy went gaily ; 
Dr. Marshall, acting Master of the Auro- > 


around.’ 
ra Lodge, presided, and welcomed the Grand and sub- 
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edited by J. ‘Stanley Smith Esq. formerly of the Citi- 
zen. It is published at $1 per annum, payable in 
advance. 

(> will the editors of the Shnesie Mirror, and 
Cincinnatti Review, contrive some way by which we 
can be in the regular receipt of their papers. We 


aaa ae anead 


* have not seen a Mirror in several months. 


The Divine blessing » 


From the Charleston News. 


> PRESENTATION OF A MASONIC JEWEL TO 


HERR ALEXANDER. 
A special communication of the M. W. Grand L. 


’ of Ancient Freemasons of South Carolina was held 


on Saturday evening, for the purpose of presenting 
in behalf of the Masonic Fraternity of Charleston a 
Jewel to Herr Alexander, as a token of respect for 


° his liberal benefit to the Masonic institution on the 


18th of April. 
After the G. Lodge was opened, the M. W.G. 
Master, brother J.C. Norris, informed the brethren 


> that the object of the communication was to exhibit 


ordinate bodies and Brethren in a neat, fraternal and ° 
; happy speech, which was replied to by the M. W.G. 
; Master, Simon W. Robinson, Esq., of Boston.— 


ar. Sec’y, Charles W. 


: cester, Col. Phillips of Fitchburg, D. D. Gr. Master 


} Ordway, Rev. Mr. 


‘ whose names we did not ascertain. 


, ‘The day, up to the hour of adjournment, was fine. ; 
; The procession was a long and beautiful one; the } 
variety of costume, and the elegant banners (among > 
> the G. 


‘ which was that of Morning Star Lodge, of this town, 


{ painted by Mr. George Lovell,) added much to the ; 


appearance, and then hundreds of the fairest portion 


of creation were there, which rendered the proces- 
sion perfect. 


The members of this ancient Fraternity, the ladies ° 


and citizens, all seemed to be happy on the occasion. 


There were about 500 Masons present. 


; in the beautiful town of Canton. 


{ mington, and Pekin Lodges. 


24th IN CENTERVILLE, ILLINOIS. 
The Free-Mason’s celebrated St John’s day (24th) ° 


A number of the 


‘ancient order’ were in attendance from Peoria, Far- 


was delivered by Rev. Mr. Patterson, of Iowa; after 


{ which a practical address on Masonry was given 


; by Rev. 


: to which about one hundred sat down. 


Mr. Crist. An excellent dinner was pre- 
pared by Mr Thomas Wills, of the Canton House, 


PAAR 


THE SON OF 


’ this city, and intended as the organ of the two Socie- 


{ ties above named. The 


No. before us is extremely 


to a foreign brother a token of that fraternal 


> feeling to which his liberal and masonic spirit 


’ entitled him, and after adverting to the manner in 


> which brother Alexander had volunteered his servi- 


ces in behalf of the ancient institution, of which he 


’ is a worthy member, he presented the Jewel to the 


Skinner of Concord, and others ; 


Grand Secretary and directed him as Chairman of 


° the Committee of Arrangements to invest Alexander 


with it in due form. 

Brother A. G. Mackey, then turning to brother 
Alexander, who had been brought by brother Levin, 
Marshal, to the Pedestal of the East, thus ad- 
dressed him :—— 


My Brother:—-The Masonic Frater..ity of Charles- 


° ton being desirous of testifying to you the feelings 
> with which your liberal donation to them has inspired 


them, and fully appreciating the motives which in- 


: duced you to give to our institution the advantages 
of your professional skill and labor, have resolved to 


’ ternal esteem. 
ing out the object of my brethren I am performing | 
- a task grateful to my feelings as a man and a ma- : 


A well written oration ° 


bestow upon you some slight memorial of their tra- 
I need not assure you that in carry- 


son. 


The Jewel with which it becomes my pleasing ; 
, duty to invest to you, isa five pointed star, be- 


tween whose angles issue rays of light, on each of 


» whose points is inscribed one of those cardinal char- 


acteristics of our order—Friendship, Morality, Bro- 
therly Love, Relief and Truth, whose centre is oc- 


pine Anas » cupied by a representation of the All Seeing Eye, 
TEMPERANCE AND RECHABITE.— } 
> This is the title of a Magazine, recently commenced in 3 


and on the reverse is aninscription to the following 
effect: ‘‘ To brother J. C. Alexander from the Ma- 


> sonic Fraternity of Charleston, S. Carolina, A. L., 


well got up, and exhibits muc h tact and talent. it 


‘ will be a 
. Temperance, 
‘ the two orders, 
, no doubt be liberally supported. 


valuable auxiliary to the great cause of 
and from the unprecedented growth of 
which are 
The Magazine is 


but of yesterday, will ° 


§ 
é 


5346.” 
Freemasonry, my brother, as you are well aware, 
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is in possession of a symbolic language, which per- > 
vades all the ceremonies of our order, the implements; 
of our labor, and even the furniture of our lodges; ° 
a language in which masons of all nations may con- 3 
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verse with fac ility, ond without fear of bebe: misun- 
derstood. It is not to be supposed that on an interes- 
ting occasion like this, we would dispense with the 
use of this symbolic language. Let me then claim 
your attention fora few moments, while I recall to your 
recollection the various sentiments which this jewel 
is intended to express, and those feelings which a 
sight of it must awaken in every masonic breast. 

The Five pointed Star is an emblem of those 
Five Points of Fellowship which constitute the prac- 
tice of a mason’s morality. In this view the Jewel 
will remind you, my brother, that though among 
strangers your are with brothers, who will never 
grow weary in doing acts of kindness to him 
who can give them a brother’s claims to sympathy. 
I will tell you that as a body we invoke the blessings 
of an ever merciful God during the remainder of 
your pilgrimage; it will assure you that the feelings 
of your breast will be respected and cherished by 
brothers’ sympathies—and that in a Mason’s keep- 
ing, your honor will be safe— it will inform you that 
in the supporting protection of your brethren you will 
find an ample shield against every attack of calumny 
that may dare invade your character—and lastly, it 
will remind you that though a stranger, unacquainted 
with the language and unaccustomed to the habits of 
our country, you will yet find in every mason you may 
meet a friend, who will not only advise you where 
you are in danger of committing error, but warn 
you of any approaching, and by you, unseen evil. 

The rays of light issuing from the angles of 
the star, are emblematic of that light which at the 
moment of Creation received its birth by the fiat of 
the Alrhighty, and to which we reverently allude in 
that pure Masonic light which is shed upon each bro- 
ther on his adoption into our sacred mysteries, ‘This 
“pure Masonic light,”? which though not religion, is 
religion’s handmaid, and which inculcates peace 
and loving kindness to all men, it is the sacred duty 
of every Mason to keep, like the fire of the ancient 
Vestals, ever bright and burning. To you, as to 
all of us, its gardianship has been confided — and I 
need hardly reiterate to you the cautions you have al- 
ready received on your initiation. 

The words upon the points of the star are rich 
in meaning to every Mason. I riendship, Morali- 
ity and Brotherly Love, are in themselves three 
precious jewels — more rich than the diamonds 
Golconda, and casting, like the gem in the eastern 
tale, a bright effulgence over the darkness of this 
world. May they be as beams lighting you on to 
temporal and eternal happiness. 

Relief and Truth are among the ‘ grand char- 
acteristics’ of our order, and are well worthy of your 
attention. When, 9s we are sometimes wont to do, 
we compare our institution toa tall and beautiful 
column, we say that truth is the firm and sturdy base 
which has supported it for ages, and will continue to 
give it stability in time to come, while relief is that 
chaste yet ornate chapitar which adds grace and beau- 
ty to the structure. 

Lastly, the Adi Seeing Eye speaks for itself— 
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It isa une of that Divine Being in whose exis- 
tance we all believe, to whom we are indebted for 
all we are, and through whom, alone we hope for all 
that we are to be. Into his holy keeping we com- 
mit you, confident that such a guardian and protector, 
neither danger can assail nor evil overcome you.”’ 

In the name of the Masonic fraternity of Charles- 
ton, I invest you with this Jewel of a Master Mason, 
May you long live to wear it, and, when called from 
earth to heaven, may you find beyond ‘‘ clouded can- 
opy” a jewel more rich, more lasting, in the al 
proval of the Grand Master of heaven and earth.’ 

Brother Alexander replied as follows :— 

“*Most Wi orshipful Sir and Brethren:—At » 
any time my ignorance of the English language 
would make it difficult to express myself as I desire, 
but on this occasion especially do I find it still more 
impossible for me, overcome as I am by the profound- 
est feelings of gratitude for your kindness, to say 
all that my heart dictates to me would be proper to 
be said. 

**] can only assure you, in returning my thanks 
for the attention and kindness of my brethren of 
Charleston, that those attentions and that kindness 
have made an indellible impression upon my heart. 
Wherever fortune may allot me to pass the remain- 
der of my life, I shall always, to the remotest period 
of my existence look back to Charleston, and its ma- 
sonic Fraternity with the warmest and purest feelings 
of a friend and brother. 

On motion of the Grand Marshal, 
that these proceedings be published. 


it was ordered 


THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence sub- } 
mitted the following report: 

The committee appointed at the last annual com- 
munication, to examine the foreign correspondence 
of the G. Lodge, respectfully report, that they have 
inspected, with as much care and attention as time 
and circumstance would permit, the documents re- 
ceived by the Grand Secretary, from time to time, 
during the past year. The correspondence is vyo- 
luminous and highly important, consisting of minute } 
proceedings and interesting communications from 
all or nearly all the Grand Lodges in the 
viz:——Maine,New Hampshire, New York, Maryland 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Arkansas Mississippi, Mi 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
chigan, Florida, Texas Iowa, and Wisconsin. 

Your committee report with great satisfaction, that 
they find, from the documents referred to, 
parts of our country the condition of our time-honored 
order is healthy, 
spreading, in some sections, with a rapidity beyond 
what has probably ever been known heretofore. 

One of the most important topics which has come 
under the notice of your committee, as agitated and 
and discussed by our sister G. Lodges, is the subject 
of forming a General G. ited States, 
consolidating the several sovereign G. Lodges into . 
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‘one. This subject has been several times discussed, 
and general conventions held, within the last half-cen- 
} tury, composed of sound and judicious members of 
the fraternity, from different States, and has always 
‘ been repudiated as impolitic and unwise for the fra- 
. ternity toadopt. Your committee have been informed 
‘ by old and venerable members of our order, that in 
the days of our revered brother GroRGE WasHING- 
‘ TON, the question was strongly agitated, and at once 
‘ met the disapprobation of all the burning and shin- 
ing lights of Freemasonry in those days, including 
him just named; and, in the opinion of your com- 
‘ mittee, those of the present day, who are moving in 
‘ this matter, are not wiser men or better masons, than 
‘ those who, in the days of Washington, and often, 
since, have found obstacles, which could not be sur- 
mounted, in the way of forming a G. G. Lodge— 
The same obstacles, we believe still exist, to a vastly 
increased extent; and many other reasons might be 
given, to show the inexpediency of giving the assent 

‘ of G. L. to the proposed measure. 
Another subject to which the attention of the 
G. L. is called by this correspondence, is that 
sending delegates to different countries in Europe, 
for the purpose of obtaining masonic information, and 
establishing a uniformity of work. This proposition 
was first made by the G. Lodge of Mississippi, and 
although the object may be a desirable one, yet it 
appears to your committee, that the frequent visits 
which are made to our Lodges by intelligent bre- 
tnren from [{urope, who are constantly traveling in 
this country, might afford opportunities sufficient for 
obtaining all necessary information. With the most 
profound respect for the opinions and intentions of 
the distinguished brethren with whom this proposition 
originated, as well as those who have approved of 
it, we must be allowed to express our belief that 
the contemplated mission to Europe is unnecessary, 
and would be attended with an expense, which this 


G. Lodge, with its very limited resources, could not : 


assist in defraying. 


Your cominittee observe that the subject of requir- ‘ 
ing G. Lodge certificates of brethren visiting Lodges ‘ 


out of their own jurisdiction, is still agitated by 
our sister Grand Lodges. On this subject there is a 
diversity of opinion, but a majority of the G. Lodges 
in correspondence with us, concur with this G. Lodge, 
in the action heretofore had on this subject. The 
committee will therefore only advise an adherence to 
what we have already adopted. 


Your committee are of opinion that of the vast ‘ 


-_ x of subjects which are agitated in the different 


< 
x. Lodges, but few re quire our attention, and among 
th are some that they wish had never been pub- 


Other ° 


matters have been brought up, which this G. Lodge ° 


lished, as they are hardly prop-r to be written 


’ has already acted upon. Upon the whole, the com- 
: hittee are pleased ‘th: it they can truly report, from 


information contained in the communications submit- > 


ted to them, that our ancient, vene rable, and beloved 
; institution, is flourishing and prosperous, beyond all 

; former example, and is exerting a useful aud healthy 
%. 


of 


> count of its present prosperity. 


Verena 


151 


influerice in almostevery part of cur widely exten- 
ded and happy country. . 

The examination and perusal of these interesting 
documents has afforded your committee much prati- 
fication. Our corr espondence the past year has beeit 
more full and complete than at any former time.— 
Several new G. Lodges have communicated with us 
for the first time, and of the old ones we only miss 
from our files those of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island; these from some cause, probably accidental, 


S have failed to reach us. 


The following is a brief summary of masonic in- 


> telligence, not altogether uninteresting to the frater- 
; nity, which your committee hayg hastily gleaned from 


the documents placed before them. 
MAINE. ‘The G. L. of this State reports 58 sub- 


° ordinate Lodges, under the superintendence of eight 


District Deputy G. Masters, and all in prosperous 


§ condition. 


New HaAmpsuire has 20 subordinates, also under 
the supervision of District Deputies, who visit the 
Lodges at least once every year. The right spirit 
prevails here, and the order is steadily advan- 
cing. 

New York. The Grand Lodge of this State 
numbers 102 subordinates under its jurisdiction. 
Many new Lodges: have been created, and many 
long dormant revived. This being the State in which 
the most violent excitement and opposition to our or- 
der prevailed, we feel no ordinary gratification on ac- 
The facilities which 
this G. L. possesses of intercourse with the G. Lodges 
of Europe, through their representatives, enable them 
to present, in their report, matters of rare interest, 
not only to their own members, but to the whole 
masonic family. The report of their committee on 
foreign correspondence is got up with much labor and 
ability, and did our limits permit, we would gladly 
give some extracts, 

MaryLANnp. ThisG. L. has 86 subordinates, and 
a fund of 36,934 dollars: this alone shows her enter- 
prise and success. 

VirGiniA Grand Lodge has 154 subordinate L’s, 
all thriving. 

NortH CAROoLINA.—There are 108 subordinates 
under the jurisdiction of this G. Lodge. It is the 
duty of their G. Master, or his deputy, to visit each 
Lodge in the State once every year. In their pro- 
ceedings they report not only the names of the officers 
of all their subordinate Lodges, but also the names 
of all their members. Whether this is beneficial, we 
are not able to say. 

Sourn Carotina. From this G. L. we only re- 
ceive an account of their annual election, and the 
signatures of their Grand Officers; and although this 
is gratifying, still, as we have exchanged represen- 
tatives with them, it would be pleasing to learn 
something of their proceedings. 

GrorGiA. The proceedings of this Grand Lodge 
show an active and healthy state of Masonry within 
her borders; but they do not inform us whether they 
have acted upon the nomination made by us last year, 
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at their eed, of a ‘brother to voptenunt them i in ou 
Grand Lodge. The committee recommend that our 
Grand Secretary be instructed to open a correspon- 
deace with the view of ascertaining whether that nom- 
xdation was confirmed by the Grand Lodge of Geor- 
ia. 

: MississipP1 Grand Lodge i is in a very flourishing 
condition; and fast increasing in numbers. She has 
47 subordinates under her jurisdiction, all doing much 
work. 

Louisiana. This Grand Lodge has sent us their 
** Annual Masonic Statement,” a very interesting 
paper, containing complete list of the officers of the ‘ 
several bodies underéheir jurisdiction, and an ab- ° 
stract of recent amendments to their constitution.— 
They have 23 subordinate Lodges, in active opera- 
tion. From this ‘‘ statement” we infer that the af- 
fairs of our brethren in Louisiana, and particularly 
in the city of New Orleans, are conducted in the most 
able and respectable manner. 

Missouri. The proceedings of this G. L. com- 
prises 132 pages of printed matter, most of which 
is of great interest and importance to the craft— 
The affairs of their Masonic College occupy a con- 
siderable portion of these pages, and is an ob- 
ject of which our brethren in Missouri may justly 
feel proud. This college was established for the ed- 
ucation of the children of indigent and deceased 
masons, with such others asthe G. L. may see fit to admit. 
The Legislature of the State has granted them a char- 
ter, with power to hold real estate to an un- 
limited amount, and to govern the institution in their 
own way. ‘This we believe is the second year that 
this college has been in operation, and the catalogue 
of students contains 99 names. Every mason cannot 
but wish this institution abundant success. There are 
30 subordinate Lodges in the State, all in a flour- 
ishing condition. 

Inunors. This G. L. has 28 subordinates under 
its jurisdiction, and notwithstanding the various dif- 
ficulties they have had to contend with they appear 
to be generally doing well. Their report is very ex- 
tensive, and embraces many interesting topics. Did 


; it come within our , w4 might make some ex- 
MICHIGAN, Tot A ‘Wisconsin: ‘These three 


young and healthy G. es, which have recently 
arisen among the forestsof the west, give promise of 
much usefulness in the respective regions in which 
they are located. Their reports present an aggregate 
of 26 subordinates, all in vigorous action. We would 
cordiafly extend to each the right hand of fellowship, 
and bid them godspeed in the great and glorious 
work in which they have engaged. 

FLORIDA AND ARKANSAS have each small Grand 
Lodges, but are both steadily increasing. The G. L. 
of Florida is erecting a new hall. 

KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, OHIO, INDIANA, AND 
ALABAMA Grand Lodges, have each made large and 


voluminous reports of their doings, showing a vast > 
amount of work among their subordinates, the details 
of which the limits of this report will not allow us to 
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give. These, as well as all the southern and western 
Lodges, are making rapid advances in the cause of 
masonry. New Lodges are springing up in regions 
where our rites have been heretofore unpracticed 
and unknown; their funds are large, their means of 
doing good extensive, and their increase in numbers 
truly astonishing—greatly surpassing the New Eng- 
land States 


In conclusion, your committee cannot but congrat- } 


ulate the fraternity on the bright and cheering as- 
pect which our time-honored and beloved order every 
where presents. In the East, the West, and the 
} South, “the sound of the gavel” is heard, and 
even in the wilderness, moral edifices are being 
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erected by the skill and labor of our craftsmen, whose } 
walls we trust will outlast the crumbling marble, and » 
whose pillars the ruthless hand of time will not be 3 


able to demolish. 


Your committee respectfully recommend to the } 


G. Lodge the adoption of the subjoined resolutions: 
Resolved, That this G. L. is not in 
the nee of a General G. L. 


favor of } 
of the United 3 


States, and cannot consent to relinquish its rights and } 
sovereignty over its present jurisdiction, to any per- > 


son or persons whatsoever. 


Resolved, That this G L. is not in favor of the : 
appointment of a delegate to ‘‘ travel in foreign ‘ 
countries’’ to obtain masonic information, and re- ; 
spectfully decline the invitation to bear a portion of ; 


the expenses of such delegate. 


Resolved, That this G. L. reciprocate the courtesy > 
of the several G. Lodges in correspondence with us, } 
and that our G. Secretary be directed to forward to : 
each of them a copy of the proceeding of this Grand } 
Communication, and solicit a continuance of frater- ; 


nal intercourse. 
All which is eo submittted. 


ee nee 


THE “ALL- SEEING” EYE. 


—s 


What would you say, if wherever you turned, 


whatever you were doing, whatever thinking, whether > 
in public or private, with a confidential friend telling ; 
your secrets, or alone planning them—if I say, you } 


saw an eye constantly fixed on you, from whose 


watching, though you strove ever so much, you could 


never escape; and even if you closed your own eye : 
you still fancied that to get rid of was im- ; 
possible, that it could perceive your every thought? 
The supposition is awful enough. There is such an } 
eye, though the business and struggle of life too of- } 
ten prevent us from considering this awful truth— } 
In crowds we are too much interrupted; in the a 


to avoid, 


suits of self-interest we are too much perverted; i 


camps we are struggling for life and death; in courts ; 
we see none but the eye of human sovereign; never- ; 


theless, the Divine eye is always upon us, and when ; 
we least think of it, is noting all and, whatever 
we may think of it, will remember all—De Vere 
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many From the London Masonic Review. 
ON THE STUDY OF MASONIC ANTIQUITIES. 
BY BRO. THOMAS PRYER. 
THE NATURE AND MEANING OF THE TERN FREE- 
MASONRY. 

AMONGST existing institutions Freemasonry stands 
boldly pre-eminent as the only system capable of u- 
niversal adoption, in which scientific attainments 
are rendered directly subservient to moral culture, 
and spiritual instruction is expressly blended with 
intellectual improvement. 

It is this peculiar and intimate union of science 
with morality, which forms one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of the Order, and, independently of its 
other beneficial tendencies (and these are manifold, ) 
renders Freemasonry worthy the attention of every 
man, desirous of promoting the welfare, and increas- 
ing the happiness of his fellow-creatures. 

A society thus constituted, connecting together all 
its professors in the ties of BROTHERLY LOVE—incul- 
cating with powerful energy the purest doctrines of 
MORALITY and vIRTUE—breathing the holiest aspi- 
rations of an undying FAITH-leading to the blissful 
HOPE of a glorious immortality—and teaching with 
impressive force the practice of UNIVERSAL CHARI- 
Ty-a society thus constituted would not be less 
worthy of notice though its origin could not be traced 
beyond the present age. But the spirit of Free- 
masonry, though radient in her beauty, like the day- 
star of the morning, and still fresh with the purity of 
holiness and grace, is no longer young. 

Originating in periods of the most remote antiqui- 

; Freemasonry has outlived the fall of empires, 
and survived the mutations of ages. Based on the 
rock of truth-rruTH immutable and eternal— 
having the welfare of man for its primary object, 
and the glory of God for its ultimate aim,. it has 
resisted and triumphed over all the assaults of its en- 
emies. Passing through the fiery ordeal of perse- 
cution, it has become, like gold, purified by the 
trial. 

The history and antiquities of the system, there- 
fore, irrespective of its beneficient principles, awaken 
our curiosity, and become deeply interesting, partic- 
ularly when we find that the investigation increases 
in interest as we proceed, and finally open a wide 
and apparently boundless field of inquiry, not only 
to the moralist and philanthropist, but also to the his- 
torian, the archeologist, and the divine. 

Great minds have occasionally been engaged in 
this investigation—many learned Brethren have en- 
lightened the fraternity by their erudite researches— 
but our Rev. Brother, Dr. Oliver, completed the 
crowning labour and to him the honor is due of hav- 
ing,unaided and by the most unremitting perseverance, 
collected the materials from their widely scattered 
Sources, and prepared the most complete and inte- 
resting exposition which we yet possess of Masonic 
antiquities, and the progress of the science amongst 
the early nations of the earth. The works of Dr. 
Oliver place Freemasonry in its proper light before 
the world, and they, more perhaps than any other 
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external circumstance have tended to raise the in- 
stitution to the commanding position which it no 
occupies. 

The dignity of the science, regarded in its specu- 
lative character, demands that all philosophical inves- 
tigations into its origin, progress, and principles 
should be encouraged, in order that it may retain its 
high position, intellectually as well as morally, and 
never be allowed, through the inattention of its mem- 
bers, to degenerate into a mere formor ritual,and be- 
come like a body without spirit, or life without 
soul. 

As in all other departments of science fresh dis- 
coveries are continually increasing our store of knowl- 
edge, so we find that archeological researches, par- 
ticularly amongst the existing monuments of those 
countries where ancient Masonry more especially 
flourished, are constantly adding to the numerous 
facts already collected, and rendering us better ac- 
quainted with Masonic antiquities. Each labourer 
should therefore contribute his mite of information. 
Though at the time of no apparent value, subsequent 
research may show its ultimate importance. The 
Rosetta Stone was at first regarded as a mere muti- 
lated fragment of antiquity; its discovery, however, 
led eventually to the art of deciphering the Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphics, an art which had been lost for 
fifteen centuries; and thereby opened to the world a 
flood of information, which had long been hidden in 
the darkness of by-gone ages. 


It is not intended here to enter into a full conside~ 
ration of the various topics involved in the study of 
Masonic antiquities. Indeed, it may be asked, where 
is the intellect sufficiently powerful to fathom the 
depths and embrace a full comprehension of the sub- 
limities of speculative Freemasonry? My present 
purpose is simply to offer such remarks upon the 
antiquities of Masonry, as may, perhaps, in somé 
slight degree be useful in directing Brethren desirous 
of entering into the investigation of a subject so highly 
interesting, and also tend to coroborate the views of 
those who have written upon the high antiquity and 
sacred character of our venerable institution. 

In pursuing such an investigation it is, however, 
necessary, in the first place, to endeavour to arrive 
at a correct idea as to the nature of the term “‘ Free- 


the institutions of antiquity it is used, otherwise we » 
may be apt to form very incorrect notions upon the 
subject. The term itis clear, amongst many writers, 
is not correctly understood, or at all events its exten- : 
sive and general signification is not at all times borne 
in mind, otherwise we should not have so many con- 
jectures as to the real orign of Freemasonry. Some 
writers have considered Freemasonry as an institution 
of comparatively modern origin; others have im- 
agined that it originated in the middle ages; some 
again profess to trace its commencement amongst 
the primitive Christians; whilst others attempt to 
show that it was instituted by the Hebrews at the 
time of their Exodus. Several have supposed that it 
was first developed on the plains of Shinar, in order to 
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enable a chosen few notwithstanding the confusion of 
tongues, to communicate together through the medium 
of its universal janguage. There are again others 
who contend for :2n origin even more remote, and 
trace the system through antediluvian ages. 

Such then is the great difference of opinion which 
exist as to the true origin of Freemasonry, and it 
must be admitted that unless the subject is viewed in 
a most comprehensive sense, plausible arguments may 
be adduced in favor of the views entertained by either 
party. But we imagine that when the subject is thus 
regarded, all difficulties vanish, and we are enabled 
to trace back the true “light” to the earliest period. 

Let us, therefore, as a preliminary, but most im- 
portant step in our researches, endeavor to form a 





correct idea as to the true meaning of the term ‘‘Free- ; 


masonry.”’ 
order under sts different phases; for it is not solely 
asan operative society, nor yet entirely as a specu- 


To do this effectually we must view the ° 


lative or spiritual institution, that Masonry presents > 


itself to our notice at various periods. Sometimes it 


> entific knowledge, and it is in this particular union 


has, in fact, partaken more exclusively of the former ° 


character, and at other periods of the latter. The 
** true light’’ has, however, at all times remained es- 
sentially the same, although circumstances may at 
various eras have caused it at one period to burst forth 


; tween the science of practical architecture and the 


with resplendant majesty, and at another to shine with « 


subdued lustre. 
Ifit is imay ined that those who contend for the great 


indeed deem itessential'for the purposes of their argu- 
ment to show, that the institution as existing precisely 
at the present time has been handed down without de- 
viation from immemorial ages, such an idea is erone- 


° hands of few, and initiation was the only key by which 
eantiquity of Freemasonry are endeavoring to prove,or } 


> ted by a series of gradations progressively ad- 


_ous, and based, as has been before observed, upon an ; vancing in the scale of perfection, and they were 


incorrect notion at to the true meaning of the term. | 


Though as has been remarked, Freemasonry has 
sometimes appeared exclusively in one of its sepa- 
rate characters, yet for many ages, and in various 
parts of the globes, these two separate principles have 
been united, and the distinctive appellation of Mason- 
ry merged in the more comprehensive designation of 
ce Lux.” 

In further illustration of this subject, it will be 


‘ ciples of all learning and science indelibly upon 
$ his mind. 
; dent, for obvious reasons, that geometry would oc- 


’ developed, would necessarily engage particular atten- 
$ tion, and lead eventually to the erection of those stu- 


necessary to observe, that Freemasonry as now }{ 


known, and practised in this country, did nut assume 


til the commencement of the last century. Previ- ; 


ously to that period the members of the society were 
composed of individuals who were architects or buil- 
ders by profession, although occasionally men cele- 
brated for scientific attainments were admitted to the 
Brotherhood. 
the Craft in England during the period which elapsed 
between the reformation and the reign of George II. 


> skill of their constructors. 


> let us contemplate the ruins of Memphis and Thebes 
‘ —-Luxor and Carnac—the Sphynx—the Pyramids- 
Such appear to have been the state of ° 
‘ deur, the temples and palaces still remaining in the 


: fertile valley of the Nile, or standing in silent majesty 
Before the Reformation the Freemasons existed as a ‘ 


peculiar body, to whom were entrusted the erection : 


of all the cathedrals, abbeys, and sacred structures ° 


throughout Christendom ; and at this period the pecu- 
liar system of symbolism still preserved in our lodges 
was unquestionably known, and its spiritual appli- 
cation perfectly understood. 
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* world, which though of the most remote an- 
its present peculiar form of ritual and constitution un- ; 


‘ —the wonderous caves of Elephanta, and those an- 
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The societies of Freemasons of the middle ages 
were, as a fraternity of builders or holy workmen, 
undoubtedly descended from the colleges of artificers 
who flourished during the palmy days of the Roman 
Empire, and obtained such extraordinary celebrity 
in the Augustan Era‘ These artificers in great 
measure derived their knowledge from the Grecians, 
who had previously received their instructions from ; 
the descendants of the builders of the temple,from the 
Babylonians, and also the Egyptians. By a chain of 
evidence, therefore, perfect in every link, the soci- ; 
eties of builders (regardmg Masonry solely in its 
operative sense) can be traced back to the earliest 
ages—but when we turn from the operative princi- 


: ple,and endeavour to trace the science in its speculative 


sense, the investigation becomes less difficult, the 
chain of evidence more complete. 

In Egypt and in many other nations of antiquity, 
where practical Masonry flourished—the priests were 
not only ministers of religion, but instructors in sci- 


of character that I am disposed to believe the pres- 
ent peculiar system of Freemasonry originated, for 
we cannot otherwise clearly account for the union 
which, during so many consecutive ages, existed be- 


conservation of the highest religious mysteries.— 
Knowledge during the early ages was in the 


its secret treasures could be unlocked. It could be 
obtained by unremitting perseverance only and it was 
imparted to those alone who upon strict pro- 
bation were found worthy. Its lessons were impar- 


taught in a manner best calculated to make a deep 
impression upon the student, and to imprint the prin- 
Amongst the ancient sciences it is evi- 
cupy a prominent station—and practical Masonry, in 
which the principles of geometry are more especially 
pendous edifices still existing in various parts of the 
tiquity, are yet magnificent in their decay, and speak 
eloquently to the mind in proof of the consummate 


In order to form a just 
estimate of the glories of ancient operative Masonry, 


and those other imperishable relicts of ancient gran- 


upon the verge of the desert. Let us regard the 
mysterious temples of Elora, so symmetrical in their 
proportions, yet hewn entirely out of the living rock 
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cient fortresses in central Asia, laboriously shaped 
into form by the preserving efforts of the chisel. Let ; 


‘ us regard Balbec and Palmyra—the temple-crested } 
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almost every habitable part of the globe, abundant 
evidence still remains to show the connection which 
formerly existed between operative and speculative 
Masonry, an union as clearly perceptible in ancient 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome, as in England during the 
middle ages. 

Included, however, in speculative Masonry, which 
embraces a range of thought as wide as it is possible 
for the human intellect to penetrate, is an attribute 
which is worthy of being separately considered. 1 
allude to Masonry in its moral character. In this 
sense Freemasonry is to be regarded as a system 
: bearing corroborative evidence of the truths of revela- 
; tion—leading to the knowledge of the true God— 
$ unfolding the sublime doctrines of resurrection from 
} the dead and the immortality of the soul—and en- 
} forcing with the most impressive energy the preeepts 
; of universal benevolence, and the practice of every 
: virtue which can enoble the mind, and endear man 
, to his fellow-creatures. It is in this respect that 
} Freemasonry presents itself to us in its most attrac- 

tive guise; itis, infact, the character which it assumes 
> when properly practised at the present day—and 
; as investigation will shew, it is the character under 
* which it first appeared when mankind was blessed by 
‘ its earliest advent. ‘ 

It may, however, be asked, how can Freemasonry 
> answer this description and constitute a school of re- 
} ligion and morality unknown to the rest of the world? 
> The answer simply is, that Freemasonry does not as- 
, sume to teach a system of morality differing trom 

revelation, but that in fact it teaches, 72 thezr most 
; exalted sense the practice of all the Christian 
; virtues. This, however, is done in a particular man- 
’ ner, calculated to impress these doctrines more forci- 
‘ bly on the mind, Freemasonry being in fact ‘‘a pe- 
’ culiar system of morality, veiled in allegory 
; and illustrated by symbols.” 
In this view then, Masonry appears before us in its 
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we shall thus see that from the earliest times, and in { 


| 
; 
| 


3 
$ 
2 
¢ 
? 
; 


5 


> derstand those who have already made laborious 


155 


wa 





signification, and its original designation of “Lux”? 
is unquestionably more appropriate because, in order 
to obtain a clear conception of the subject, we must 
investigate into the nature of that moral and scien- 
tific light, which was first kindled by the Almighty 
Architect of the Universe—which was never entirely 
quenched even ffi.the darkest periods of man’s history 
—and still through the divine blessing continues to 
endure. 

These remarks seem necessary, in order to direct 
to such a course of study as will be necessary to 
arrive at a correct elucidation of the subject of Ma- 
sonic antiquities. In tracing the history of the Order, 
therefore, we must not alone confine our attention to 
the various colleges, lodges, and societies of builders, 
and the history of their works (wonderful asin many 
instances they must be acknowledged to be); but we 
must regard the rise and progress of the arts, the in- 
fluence of peculiar systems of religion,the development 
of the intellect, and the advancement of knowledge. 
This will enable us to trace the history of the human 
mind and the march of science, a study far more in- 
teresting than the sanguinary. records of conquests, 
wars, and massacres—and will teach the initiated 
Brother to appreciate more highly the excellence of 
that peculiar system which for so many centuries, 
and in such different regions has attained results so 
vast and lasting, though its operations have for the 
most part been “ veiled in allegory and illus- 
trated by symbols.” ; 

This course of study must necessarily open a wid 
and most discursive field of enquiry, and it will be 
seen, that in order to investigate it correctly, Mason- 
ry must be regarded in its speculative and moral,, 
as well as in its operative character (and this too in 
the most extend sense, )otherwise we shall jbe unable 
either to form a correct judgment ourselves, or un- 


; researches, and given luminous expositions upon this 


searches into its antiquity, it is in fact the presence 


of these peculiar allegories and symbols, which 
* must constitute the object of our search in endeay- 

ouring to determine its existence in any particular age 
* or country. We must take care not to be dazzled 
by any false light, however alluring; but if the pe- 
, Culiar mode of symbolical and spiritual illustration 
. existing amongst the Fraternity, can be traced to 
. have been in active operation in any particular coun- 
. try or amongst any particular class of people,we may 
¢ Teasonably assume, and in many cases prove to de- 
; Monstration, that they formed part of that compre- 
« hensive and universal system which is at present de- 
$ signated under the term Freemasonry, and that the 

light shined in darkness, though the darkness 

comprehended it not. 

_ Now it is evident that to embrace a subject so vast 

in its nature, the term ‘‘Freemasonry,” as applied 
solely in its ordinary and popular sense, is totally 


insufficient to convey anything like an adequate mean- 
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; most interesting subject. 
* most sublime character, and in conducting our re- { ane 


THE FREEMASONS’ LEXICON, 
From the London Freemason’s Quarterly Review. 


Hammer. With this small working tool the 
Master of a Lodge governs the most numerous meet- 
ings. The blow of the Master’s hammer commands 
industry, silence or the close of labour, and every 
Brother respects or honors its sound. In so far the 
hammer is a symbol of the power of the Master.— 
The hammer must never be lost sight of at the meeting 
of the Lodge, and should the Master be 
unavoidably compelled to leave the Lodge-room, 
he must deliver it to his Depuly or Past Master, or 
some other skilful Brother. The Wardens do not 
govern the Lodge with their hammers, they only di- 
rect attention by them to the command of the W. M. 

Handschuh. Gloves.—The operative Mason 
cannot use gloves at his work, but we can, and that 
too, of the purest white, at ours, thereby intimating 
that every action of a mason ought to be pure and 
spotless. It is also customary with us to receive a 
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pair of lady’s gloves at our initiation, with the com- ° 
mand to present them unto her with whom we are 
united in holy wedlock, or to her whom we think 
of espousing. The gloves are also white, and they ; 
should not only show our pure respect and love for 
the female sex, but they should also serve as an in- ; 
ducement to the wife or the betrothed of a Freema- 
son to act with circumspection in her journey through 
life. Young Brethren can make a most important 


they deserve, although of coarse material to be prized 
as a valuable ornament by the bride. 


; 
: 
present with those gloves on their wedding-day, and 
; 


Hanover. In the Kingdom of Hanover we find in 
many Cities excellent Lodges, and Freeemasonry is 
as much protected by the state here as in England. 
In the City of Hanover we have to mention beside 
two. Lodges which are extinct. 

The English Provincial Grand Lodge of the King- 
dom of Hanover, formed from London in the year 
1766. 

To which belong, 

John’s Lodge, Frederick zum weissen Pferde, 
founded 1746. 

Jobn’s Lodge, zum schwartzen Bear, founded 
17th March, 1774, belonged for a time both to the 
National Grand Lodge and to the Grand Lodge at the 
Three Weltzkugeln in Berlin. 

Jolin’s Lodge, zur Ceder, founded 20th Septem- 
ber, 1777, and afterwards also belonged to the 
Grand Lodge in Berlin. In the year 1808 she again 
joined the Hanover Grand Lodge. 

The Hanoverian Provincial Grand Lodge was ac- 
tive from her formation up to 1765, when the Strict 
ObserVance commenced in Germany, with which she 
would have no connection. In the year 1786 she 
again commenced to work by the English Ritual. 

Her first P. G. M. nominated from London was 
the geheime Lega tionsrath von Hinueber. 

Then followed, in 1760, the Landrost Graf von 
Kselmamsegge. 

1786 until 1816, the former Governor of Hano- 


rich von Mecklenburg-Strelitz. 

D. P. G. M.’s of the Herzog von Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz were, 

Until 180, der Kammer President und Staats 
Minister Graf von Kielmannsegge. 

Until 1812, Consistorial Rath Kaufmann. 

Until 1816, General und Commandant von Hede- 
mann. 

Besides Hanover, this P. G. L. has daughter Lodges 
in Alfeld, Celle, Eimbeck, Hoya, Luneberg, Muen- 
den, Goettingen, Hildesheim, Rienburg, and Osterode. 

Harmonic Order, oder Plaisir sans chagrin. 
Order of Harmony or Pleasure without cha- 
grin.—This Order existed in Germany in the years 
1750 to 1780, and consisted of males and females; 
they called their meetings Lodges, had only one De- 
gree, a Grand Mistress, and a Chancellor. Another 
Harmonic Order was known in the year 1788, but 
did not extend itself, and existed nearly alone with its 
inventor, Franz Rudolph von Grossing, who shortly 
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after founded an Order of the Rose. This ‘‘ Harmo- 
ny’” was to be a place of refuge to persecuted inno- 
cence and oppressed truth, where the afflicted should 
never apply in vain for relief. To accomplish this 
object the members were required to give liberal 
pecuniary subscriptions, but it is probable that the 
Herr von Grossing did not receive many, for we 
shortly find him imprisoned in Austria for those and 
similar impositions. 

Haydn Joseph.—Born in the village Rohan, in 
Austria, 31st March, 1732, and died as Kaiserl Oes- 
terrichischer Capellmeister, at Vienna, 31st May, 
1809. Haydn is known as one of the first composers, 
and a Lodge at Vienna had the pleasure of enrolling 
his name among its members. 

Hebraische Mysterien. Hebrew Mysteries — 
The ancient Hebrews came from Egypt, where they 
abode for centuries. They adopted many of the 
manners, customs and opinions of the Egyptians, and 
and many of their gods. Moses, who delivered them 
from this yoke of bondage, was brought up at the 
court as an Egyptian, and initiated into all their wis- 
dom, and we have therefore reasonable grounds for 
supposing that the sublime doctrines of one God, which 
the Egyptians had in their mysteries. According to 
their custom they must have a sacred Patron or God, 
whom they could call by name. Moses rejected their 
ancient gods, and made them acquainted with another 
God, whom he called Jehovah (a self-existing or 
self-created being, ) the God of their fathers Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. This God they accepted by de- 
grees. Purification circumcision, and a linen dress, 
were united with his worship. It is probable that 
their sacred vessels were derived from the Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics. The Ark of the Covenant in the 
Tent of the Tabernacle, referred to their covenant 
with Jehovah, and we find sacred coffers in all the 
ancient mysteries. After this followedithe Cherubim, 
animals which have never been seen among mankind, 
and these were, according to their rank; the first ob- 
jects which were found behind the curtain of the Holy 
of Holies. The place of Jehovah was over those 
cherubim. 

Heilig. Sacred.—We call that sacred which is 
separated from common things, and dedicated either 
entirely or partially to the Most High. The ideas of 
truth and virtue; the feeling of a pure love and friend- 
ship are sacred, for ghey elevate us above common 
things and lead to God. The tenor of sacred thought 
and feelings is towards religion, and therefore all 
things are sacred which are peculiarly dedicated to 
religious services, and carefully guarded from being 
applied to profane uses, or which by means of their 
religious importance and value, are especially honor- 
ed and considered indispensible to our spiritual and 
moral welfare. According to these ideas of what 
is sacred, the Freemason can call his work sacred, 
and every Brother must acknowledg it to be so.— 
Our labours are separated from the outward world, 
and are founded upon truth and virtue, require broth- 
erly love and philanthropy and always elevate the / 
spirit to the Great Architect of the Universe. But ; 
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of the Order. 
Heileg Z ahlen. 


sider the number 3, or 3 times 3, as a sacred num- 


culty of reading it, it was considered sacred. The 
real meaning of the hieroglyphics was.a mystery of 


> the ancient Egyptian priests, and could only be ex- 


Sucred Numbers.—We con- ‘ 


number 9, or 3 times 3, was most important— ; 


Whether we, as Christain Freemasons, still have-an 
ancient explanation of the sacredness of this number, 
or whether we derive its sanctity from the Holy 
Trinity, we cannot here determine. The number 
hath, it is said in a tract published hy Bro. F. Heine, 
even in Arithmetic, something peculiar, which ao 
; other number, at least in the Arabic system of nu- 
} meration, can boast. It is, the most perfect and the 
; highest of the single numbers, for if we wish to count 
; higher we must employ mixed numbers. But it has 
; still a peculiar property, viz., we may multiply it 
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| ber; and in all the mysteries of the ancients, the 
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plained in the greater mysteries. The key to the 
most of these hieroglyphics has been lost, especially 
because that in the third and fourth century of the 
Christian Era they were applied to theurgic, magie, 
alchemy, and astrology,. Even since the discovery 
of the alphabet, new Lieroglyphics and symbols 
have been invented and the bread and wine 
taken at the sacrement of the Lord’s Supper are only 


’ to be taken as symbols. The picture of a Lamb rep- 


¢ with whatever number we will, the product will al- ° 
; ways be such a number that its parts being added ; 


together will produce 9. 
Hermen Trismegistus.—Was honored as a god 
by the ancient Egyptians, and considered by them as 


resents patience, a dog fidelity. &c., &c. Hiero- 
glyphics must always be understood to be pictorial 
representations and an action, for example. The 
chain which unites us as Masons, and of which every 
Mason isa link; the journeys, &c., &c. From 
what is here said the Freemason will be able to per- 
ceive which of the Masonic objects he has to consider 
as hieroglyphics and which as symbols. 
Hierophant oder Mystagog.—This was the 


; chief priest of the Eleusinians, and he could only be 
» chosen from the tribe ofthe Eumolpidens, whose ances- 


the discoverer of the alphabet, arithmetic, mensura- : 


of many magical, theosophical, alchymistical, and 
other supernatural sciences, have been attributed to 
him. We have many books of this description with 
h 


In later ages the discovery ° 


tors were considered the founders of the mysteries 
and the first hierophants. His outward appearance 


‘ both in person and clothing must be such as to pro- 
‘ claim the dignity of the exalted post he filled. He 
: must be past the prime of life, and if not handsome, 


is name as the author, but which are probably the { 
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invention of more modern visionaries. 
¢ derived the hermetical art, as well as the expres- 
sion to seal any thing hermetically. 
mes Trismegistus also Toy Teut or Taaut, and give 
him out for the most ancient Egyptian Philosopher, 
who lived about Anno Mundi, 2544. But of the 
truth of this there is no certainty. 

Hessen-Cassel.—Freemasonry has flourished for 
many years in this state, and its Regents have never 
been opposed to it. 


founded a Grand Lodge there which ceased to-exist 
with the fall of King Jerome Napoleon. After the 
political alterations which followed the peace of J815 
the G. L., Royal York, at Berlin, founded a Provin- 
cial G. L. of Curhessen, in Cassel, which elected it- 
self toa G. L. in 1817, ond has Daughter Lodges 
in Cassel, Eschewege, and Marburg. 

Hesse Darmstadt.—For many years Freema- 
senry was inactive here, and it was only in Giessen 
that there wasa Lodge in activity. In the year 
1816, in the city Darmstadt, a Lodge was solemnly 
opened under the protection of the Regent, and the 
other Lodges in Giessen were again in full activ- 
ity. 
Hierloglyphen, Symbole oder Bildeschrift. — 
Hieroglyphics, Symbolical, or Picture Wri- 
ting.—Hieroglyphics were used before the discovery 
of the art of writing and through paintings of natural 
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é and ideas, which could not have otherwise been de- 
; lineated. On account of its importance, and the diffi- 
? 
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From him is ‘ 


Others call Her- : 


at least without any bodily defects; and possess an 
extraordinary fine and powerful voice. His forehead 
was adorned with a diadem, and his hair fell in natu- 
ral and graceful ringlets about his neck and shouldefs. 
His course of life must be without spot or blemish, 


> and in the eyes of the people he must be encircled 


with the glory of holiness. 


It was his duty to main- 


; tain and explain the laws according to which the 


When this State was annexed ° 
to the kindom of Westphalia and the new French >} 
court took up its residence in Cassel, the French 3 
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calumniator of the gods and the mocker of their mys- 
teries were punished. At the lesser mysteries he had 
to introduce the candidate into the Eleusinian temple, 
and to initiate those who had gone through the last 
trials into the great mysteries. At those mysteries 
he represented the Demierg or Creator of the World, 
clothed in appropriate attributes. He explained to the 
candidate the various things which were represented 
to his view in a powerful and impressive voice. At 
the greater mysteries he was also the sole interpreter 
of the secret which was preserved in the most sacred 
place, viz., that secret instruction was the chief object 
of the whole institution. It was for this reason he 
was called Mystagog, conductor of the candidates, 
or also prophet; and noone was allowed to pronounce 
his name in the presence of an uninitiated person. 
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From the Masonic Review. 


DEDICATION OF THE MASONIC HALL IN. 
CINCINNATI, JUNE 24, 5846. 


We have kept back our July number a few days, 
in order to gratify our readers with a description of 


or scientific objects were represented invisible things ° the interes ing ceremonies in this city, of the 24th of 


June. It will be recollected by our readers that the 
Masonic Fraternity in this city have erected, at an 
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expense of some thirty thousand dollars, a most 
magnificent Hall for masonic purposes, on the cor- 
ner of Third and Walnut streets. The foundation of 
this noble edifice was laid with appropriate ceremo- 
‘nies on the 4th of June, 1845, and has been com- 
pleted and was dedicated on the 24th of June, 
1846. 


{Here follows an interesting detail of several 
ceremonies, gone through with, which we have not 
room for. In conclusion, the Review says:] 


** We cannot help congratulating the Fraternity in 
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this city upon the successful and happy completion of ; 


their noble undertaking. A little more than one 


year ago, the foundation stone of this beautiful and ; 
magnificent Temple waslaid with solemn ceremonies, » 
and the blessing of the God of Heaven was invoked ; 
upon the undertaking. The work has now been ° 
completed without accident, or any untoward occur- ; 
rence, and has been solemnly dedicated and set : 
apart to the sublime uses for which it was intended. ° 
Within its ‘‘ inner chambers” and sacred places may ; 


the pure principles of our order be taught and prac- 
tised for centuries to come; and after-generations of 
devoted Masons rise up to bless the memory of their 


fathers, whose zeal and energy accomplished the no- 


ble task. 
The whole ceremonies of the occasion passed off 


delightfully. The day was pleasant; the music good; ; 
the numbers in the procession were estimated at from ° 
five to eight hundred, and the Oration worthy the oc- > 


casion and its author. We hope to bg able to ob- 
tain a copy of the Address in time for our next num- 
ber. We have said the whole of the ceremonies 


were interesting ; but to us, the presentation of the ; 
> different portions of its surface alotted to different in- } 


Bible by Bro. Langdon, with his address and the 


Grand Master’s reply, formed the most pleasing : 


events of the day. It was unlooked for; took us by 


surprise; but it was so appropriate to the occasion, : 
and the language and sentiments expressed so in ‘ 


harmony with the most cherished principles of our 
universal Brotherhood, that we cannot refrain from 
expressing our admiration of the whole transaction. 
The noble and manly form of our venerable Brother 


Langdon, as he stood upon the platform, in full view ; 


of the vast audience, with the Bible in his hand, ut- 


tering those truly Masonic sentiments; and the chaste ; 
and beautiful response of the Grand Master upon ac- ° 
cepting it in the name of the fraternity, his reference | 
to its importance in the practice of our peculiar rites ; 


and his allusion to the great value placed upon it by 
our ancient Brethren of the House of Israel (a vene- 
rable Brother of that faith sitting at his side, and who 
had carried the Holy Scriptures in the procession) 
as well as by the followers of the lowly Nazarine ; 
altogether formed a scene. which waked up the most 
thrilling emotions in the breast of every Mason who 
witnessed it. 
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From the ‘‘Solar System.” 


THE MEN IN THE MOON. 





It has frequently been a subject of inquiry, Wheth- : 


er the inhabitants of the moon may ever be discov- 
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; ered by the inhabitants ofour globe? Notwithstanding | 


; the improvement which have been made on telescope 
in more modern times, we have no expectations that } 
such a discovery will ever be made. Even the 
large telescope lately constructed by the earl of Ros- 
se, however distinct and beautiful a view it may ex- 
hibit of the mountains and vales, rocks and caverns, ; 
or the lunar surface, will never be able to show us } 
its inhabitants, although they had bodies five hundred ° 
times larger than those of the inhabitants of the earth. ° 
That telescope has seldom been used with power ex- 
ceeding eight hundred times; but if a power of two 
¢ thousands times could be put upon it with distinctness, 
* it would make the moon appear no nearer to us than 
one hundred and twenty miles, at which distance a 
living being, although a hundred feet high, could not 
be beheld. For, with such a power, a space on the 
moon one hundred and eighty-three feet in diameter 
; could only be perceived as the smallest visible point. 
Besides we ought to consider that when we view ob- 
jects on the surface of the moon, we do not view 
them in perspective, as we view objects on the sur- 
face of the earth, but only obtain @ bird’s eye view, 
as we do of objects on the surface of our globe, 
when viewed from a balloon suspended in the atmos- 
’ phere, in which case when we look down upon a 
; group of human beings,we perceive only the length and 
’ breadth of their heads and shoulders. 

There is a possibility, however, of tracing the op- : 
erations Of sensitive, or intelligent beings,in the lunar 
? orb, although we can never expect to trace the forms 
or motions of its inhabitants. Were a vast number } 
of persons in different parts of the world to devote 
themselves to a particular survey of the moon; were 
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dividuals as the object of their particular research— } 
> were accurate observations made, and frequently re- 
peated, on every mountain, hill, cavity, cliff, and 
plain, and every chain and modification in the partic- 
> ular spots and their localities carefully marked and 
* represented in a series of delineation it might lead to 
» some certain conclusion both as to whether any of the 
° observed changes proceed from the operations of 
living agents. If an observer in the moon, with 
’ such a telescope as sir William Herschel’s, or that of 
the earl of Rosse, had observed the city of Babylon, | 
when in its splendour, and afterwards when reduced ; 
to a desert as it now is, he must have observed a ° 
change in the locality where that famous city stood, ; 
indicative of the operations of intelligent, or at least, » 
of sensitive, or living agents. And had he viewed ; 
forests of America before civilized nations took pos- ‘ 
session of that country, and were he now to take a ° 
view of the eastern states of North America, in their : 
present state of civilization, and since the great cities 
of New York, Boston and Philadelphia were reared, » 
a striking difference between the present and the for- : 
mer state of that country would doubtless be percep- } 
tible. For if an extent of one hundred and eighty 
three feet, or sixty-one yards, would be perceptible 
by a telescope magnifying two thousand times, much 
; more would the extent of a large city, such as New } 
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York, be distinctly visible, as a prominent and well 
defined object. Now, if changes similar analogous 

to these, could be traced on the surface of the moon, 

it would lead us to form some certain conclusions in } 
relation to the operations of intelligent agents, and ; 
consequently, that such beings actually exist on the 
lunarsurface. But such observations as those to which 


minute, but also to be continued for a length of years 


changes could be expected to occur. 

Dr. Olbers was fully of opinion, from the obser- 
vations he had made, ‘‘that the moon is inhabited by 
rational creatures, that its surface is more or less 
covered with a vegetation not very dissimmilar to that 
of earth.”” It has formed a subject of speculation 
with some, whether it might be possible to correspond 
with the lunar inhabitants by symbolical representa- 
tions, if they be mathematicians, it has been con- 
ceived that the erection of geometrical figures on 
some extensive plains on our globe, on a scale of 
vast extent, might be recognised by the moon, as a 
signal of correspondence, and that they might erect 
similar figures in return. But itis highy questionable ° 
whether the design of such figures would be appre- 
ciated, or whether they would be visible to the eyes 
of the inhabitants. Many a look, we may conceive, 
will be directed to our globe by the lunar inhabitants, 
and much wonder will doubtless be expressed at such 


a large globe hanging over their heads, apparently > 


immoveable, excepting a rotation round its axis; and 
much speculation will, without question, take place 
among them as to whether such a globe as ours be 
inhabited. But it does not appear to be the design 
of the Creator, in the meantime,that the inhabitants 
of our globe and those of the moon should become 
acquainted, or that any direct correspondence should 
take place between different worlds. And therefore, 
we must wait with patience till the scenes of a future 
life shall unravel the mysteries, and dispel the dark- 
ness which now hang over the history, the population, 
and the transaction of other worlds. Whatever may 


be the peculiar circumstances of the beings that people ; 


other globes, we know that they are all under the 


care and superintendence of Him who is infinite in > 


wisdom, power and intelligence; whose ‘‘ kingdom 
ruleth over all,” and whose ‘tender mercies are over 
all His works.”’ 
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CHINESE INGENUITY. 


A correspondent of the New Haven Courier,writing { -. 
’ make up for the waste, we send two millions of mon- 


> ey to foreignersevery year to buy corn —English. 


of a voyage to Canton and of an examination of 
Chinese manufacture, after a long enumeration of 
many wonderful artistic productions, mentions two ; 


ingenious creations,which, he remarks, he heard of ; 
These cu- ; 


from a clergyman after his return home. 
rious fabrics he describes as follows: 

“* A hollow ball was shown him, some inches in } 
diameter, which was divided into two hemispheres, } 
the inside of one of which was a representation of ; 
heaven, that of the other of hell. By closely exam- 
ining the surface with the naked eye, or by drawing ) 
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his finger gently over it, he could just perceive a 
slight irregularity—a little roughness—but nothing 
more. On applying, however, a powerful magni- 


: fier, he found one of these hemispheres covered with 
> the forms of angelic beings, all with countenances 
; expressive of the highest happiness; and this was hea- 
2 ven. 
we allude would require not only to be specific and 3 


On the other hemisphere was hell. Each fig- 
ure was perfect in itself; and the artist had succeeded 


; in depicting the various passions on the countenance,in 
—perhaps a century or more—before any striking 3 


a wonderful and astonishing manner. 

He had also seen a cherry stone, with part of it 
taken off, leaving the remainder in the shape of a 
small bowl, and looking inside and out not unlike any 
other cherry stone, save what appeared to be a quan- 
tity of silver filings in its bottom. On having re- 
course to his magnifier again, he saw no less than a 
hundred perfectly formed silver tea-spoons. The 
number he was obliged to take the word of the ex- 
hibtor for, as it was impossible to count them; 
but there was a quantity sufficient to supply a half a 
dozen families of Lilliputians at any rate.” 

The New Haven paper should inform its correspon- 


’ dent, as well as its interested readers, that these two 


productions, requiring so much nicety and skill to 
manufacture, are desposited at the celebrated Salem 
Museum at SALEM,in this State,and continually attract 
the attention of strangers who visit that fine collection. 


¢ —Boston Transcript. 


WASTE AND WANT. 
Forty-five thousand seven hundred and sixty nine 
acres of land are employed in the cultivation of hops, 
and one million acres of land are employed to grow 


; barley to convert into strong drink. According to 
Fulton’s calculation, if the land which is employed ; 


in growing grain for the above process of destruction, 
was to be appropriated to the production of grain for 


> food, it would yield more than a four pounds’ loaf to 


each of the supposed number of human beings in the 
world; or it would give three loaves per week to each 
family in the United Kingdom! If the loaves (each 
measuring four inches by twelve) were placed end 
to end they would extend one hundred and sixty 
thousand two hundred and twenty-five miles; or 
they would more than describe the circumference of 
the globe six times. Besides forty millions bushels 
of barley, a considerable quantity of oats, rye, car- 


° ots potatoes, and even wheat, has been annually de- 
’ stroyed in making gin, whisky and English rum.— 


The corn we waste in brewing and distilling, would 
feed three millions of persons every year; and to 


paper. 


IPLOMAS, AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master ‘and Roy 
al Arch, handsome articles may be had on application to this of 
fice. 
Master’s Diplomas single - - - -©- = @050 
re do Large size - 62 
Master's and R. A. Aprons, on Satin, trimmed ‘with blue 
or red silk fringe - - - - 83 00 
‘The same on extra shoe satin. - - 400 
Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the above articles, for the bo- 
dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. 
7 Any order, enclosing cash, will be attended to, packed up in 
asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. 
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POETRY. 


or 


fem the eens nate, 
THE MASON’S BRIDE. 
BY MRS. SOPHIA H. OLIVER. 


A clear bell sounds upon the breeze, 
And lo! a bridal train 

Is winding through the forest trees 
To yonder sacred fane. 

And there before the chancel rail 
Two hearts devoted—bow. 

The pride and beauty of the vale, 
Exchange the nuptial vow. 

And now, ’mid many a beaming smile, 
The lov’d one by her side, 

She passes down the echoing aisle, 
A youthful Mason’s Bride. 


Away, along the thundering main 
A gallant vessel flies, 

Like war-steed o’er the battle plain— 
Or lightning through the skies. 

And far behind, a line of blue 
Between the sky and sea, 

Her native land fades on her view 
In dim obscurity. 

**Ah! from the true and tri’d I rove,’’ 
The weeping lady cried, 

A kind voice whisper’d, ‘‘ gentle love, 
Thou art a Mason’s Bride.” 


And fear thee not, in every land 
Beneath yon sky of blue, 

Thou’lt meet a warm devoted bafd 
Of Brothers kind and—true. - 

And ne’er the world’s tempestuous war 
Their noble bark shall ’whelm,. 

While Faith shall be their guiding star, 
And Love directs the helm. 

Then fear thee not, when e’er we rove, 
Whatever ills betide, 

Remember, yes, remember love, 
Thou art a Mason’s Bride. 


. 


Ere long within a foreign land 
Health’s lovely roses fled, 

And sickness laid her blighting hand 
On that young lover’s head. 

And then when at the mystic sign 
Kind brothers round him press’d 

And pour’d sweet sympathy’s pure wine 
Upon the strangers breast— 

And bade him on his journey speed 
With every want supplied — 

That lady felt *twas blest indeed 
To “ a Mason’s Bride. 
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From the Oswego Palladium. 


VISITING SCHOOLS. 


Parents who send their children to school, should 
visit it as often as their avocations will allow, to see 


* what sort of progress is made and whether every- 
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> thing goes dug as it then. The importance of 


A friend 


; tell us how he got a neighbor of his in the habit of 


‘ visiting the schools, which was 


after the following 
fashion: 


I had, said our friend, frequently spoken to my 


; neighbor on the subject of visiting the district school. 
’ Hé considered it the teacher’s business to see that 


; every thing went right there; but I told him it was | 


his business also. I told him that if the parent took 
no interest in the prosperity and progress of the 
school, that the teachers would not either. I said so 
much; he finally consented to go, and the time 


’ was agreed upon. 
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On the day appointed, I happened to be away 
from home, but I remembered the engagement, and 
sometime before the hour arrived I set out for home. 
I had nearly arrived there, when who should I meet 
but my neighhor, apparently in a great pet, proceed- 
ing in the direction whence I had come. 

** Well, where now?’ said I. 

**T am going out about three miles to Mr. Some- 
body’s who took my calfto keep this summer. He 
agreed the calf should be kept in a clover pasture, 
the old villain has turned the animal into one where 
there is nothing but low herd grass and red top. 

** No!” said I. 

“Tt is true,” said he. 

‘*Tt is mean,” said I, ‘‘ and I am_ surprised that 
the individual you speak of should do it. 
fectly outrageous, and I am determined I will not 
submit to it. Iam going to blow him up; and I 
will either take the calf away, or he shall do as he 
agreed.”’ 

** But you will not goto day,” said I to my 
neighbor. 

** Certainly—why not? 
any longer,” said he. ‘‘ I can’t attend the school 
with you to-day. That calf must be seen to at any 
rate. Some other day, I will go into the school 
with you.” 

** But,” said I,” ‘‘ look here, neighbor: you have 
five calves—or rather offspring—possessed of think- 
ing and reasoning faculties, in that school at hone— 
how do you know that they have not been turned out 
of the clover pasture in one where not even poor 
herds-grass grows? They may not have anything at all 
to feed upon. 

The idea struck my neighbor forcibly, and he con- 
cluded to return with me and visit the school. And 
from that time, he has been in the school as often as 
his leisure would permit, to see what sort of a pasture 
his children were feeding in. 

How few there are who attend to the intellectual 
culture of their children as closely as they do to the 
improvement of their houses and lands! How few 
parents are as careful to provide suitable food for 
the minds of their offspring, as they are to take care 
that their dumb beasts are properly fed and provided 
for? 
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